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Officials say panhandling is
a growing problem in
Northern Virginia

The townhall was organized by Prince William County
Supervisor Jeannine Lawson and Fairfax County
Supervisor Pat Herrity.
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FAIRFAX COUNTY, Va. — A "What should Northern Virginia be doing about
panhandling" regional town hall was held virtually Thursday night.

It was organized by Prince William County Supervisor Jeannine Lawson and
Fairfax County Supervisor Pat Herrity. The two told WUSAZQ9 they often
discuss issues and concerns that they receive from their communities and


https://www.facebook.com/events/303249548891434/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A683285507159211%7D%7D%5d%22%7D

decided they were both receiving a large amount of complaints about one
topic in particular; panhandling.

For 90 minutes, they shared where things currently stand in both of their
counties. According to_Fairfax County, these are the laws when it comes to
panhandling:

« Asking for money is a protected act under the First Amendment.

« Asking for money in public areas, including roadway medians, is not a
violation of law.

« The county monitors legal developments related to panhandling.

Currently, Loudoun County has an ordinance in place regarding panhandling.

"The panhandling ordinance for us it addresses interfering with traffic," said
Major Greg Ahlemann with the Loudoun County Sheriff's Office during the
meeting.

Both Supervisor Herrity and Supervisor Lawson say they like to have a similar
ordinance in their counties.

During the town hall they heard from dozens of people over the phone, on
social media and in emails.

"A panhandler started spitting on my car," said one caller.
Someone else wrote "They're on every single street corner."

Another person called in and said, "They're not even panhandling anymore at
times, they're just nuisances at times."

Both supervisors called it a major issue for their constituents. Supervisor
Lawson shared during the town hall that there are three types of panhandling
situations, people who truly need the money and are facing economic
challenges, people who are feeding their addictions through it and organized
panhandlers.

She shared that Prince William County received more than 500 calls for
service last year regarding panhandling concerns. According to Lawson,
they're on track to receive an even higher number by the end of this year.


https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/what-you-need-know-about-panhandling-fairfax-county
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/loudouncounty/latest/loudounco_va/0-0-0-1462

"There's no absolutes in panhandling. It ranges from people in need to people
who are out there because they want to be. It's by choice. The only absolute
to me is that it's a public safety issue. It's dangerous for our residents who are
panhandling and our residents in the roadways because one of them is going
to get hurt seriously," said Supervisor Herrity.

WUSAS9 spoke to a man named Mark who was standing along Leesburg Pike
Thursday afternoon.

Credit: WUSA9

"My sign says help please, jobless, | guess it represents the reality of me
today," he told WUSAO9.

He says the last few years have been tough. "In 2018 my taxi cab was run
into," said Mark.

He says he lost his cab because of that crash, and eventually his job.

"They wouldn't rent me a cab to go back to work, so I've been out here
panhandling," he said Thursday night.

He says it can be stressful and hurtful at times.

"People turn you down and say things that hurt you," he said. "It's stressful for
me because it's never enough. It's not like a regular paycheck."

He told WUSA9 he does have a place to stay and for that he is grateful. "l live
with my family. So as far as having shelter and something to eat it's good, but
right now | can't go back to work," he said.

Panhandling he shared, felt like his only option.



Fairfax County is planning a ‘green bank’

August 6, 2023
#Board Of Supervisors, #Climate, #Energy
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A green bank would promote the use of solar energy.
Fairfax County is moving toward the establishment of a “green bank,” an
entity that would facilitate the financing of clean energy projects.

The green bank will boost the market for clean energy by providing the
community with financial and technical assistance for energy efficiency,
renewable energy, and electric vehicle projects.

A bill passed by the 2021 Virginia General Assembly and signed by Gov. Ralph
Northam in 2021 gave localities the authority to establish green banks.

Fairfax County’s green bank would operate independently as a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) corporation, although the county would provide funding to get it started.


https://annandaletoday.com/tag/board-of-supervisors/
https://annandaletoday.com/tag/climate/
https://annandaletoday.com/tag/energy/
https://annandaletoday.com/fairfax-county-is-planning-a-green-bank/#comments
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/green-bank

It would help the county meet its climate action goal to achieve community-
wide carbon neutrality by 2050 by financing renewable energy projects. It
would also stimulate the economy by creating thousands of new jobs.

John Morrill, the acting director of the Office of Environmental and Energy
Coordination presented recommendations on how the green bank could be
structured and how it could operate at a July meeting of the Board of
Supervisors’ Environmental Committee.

A proposed timeline calls for a public hearing in October or November on a
proposed ordinance to authorize the filing of articles of incorporation for a
green bank.

A memorandum of understanding between BoS and the green bank entity
would be executed in mid-2024, Morrill proposed. The bank would begin
operations in mid to late 2024.

The Board of Supervisors would need to address several policy issues,
including the selection and composition of the green bank’s board of directors
and the extent to which the board would review lending activity.

Morrill explained the rationale for creating a green bank: “To avoid the worst-
case climate scenario, the nation and Fairfax County require a tremendous
reinvestment in energy efficiency, the widespread deployment of renewable
energy technology, and the rapid transition to electric vehicles.”

“The mission of a Fairfax County green bank is to leverage relationships and
private capital to develop a clean energy economy,” Morrill said. And that
includes access to clean energy for everyone countywide, including vulnerable
comrmnunities.

“Decades of experience have shown that financial incentives alone, including
the availability of funds, are not sufficient to achieve change,” Morrill said.

“Energy costs remain a low priority for many consumers and businesses,” he
said. And when consumers are interested, they find it hard to sort through the
various claims by clean energy companies, often resulting in uncertainty and

inaction.

Morrill said green banks would overcome that obstacle by serving as a “trusted
broker or concierge” between customers and clean energy companies,
contractors, service providers, and lenders.



In the early stages, the green bank would focus on stimulating local market
demand. The initial startup funds, mostly from a U.S. Department of Energy
grant to Fairfax County, would be used to establish the entity and promote the
use of federal and state rebates and tax credits.

In the future, the green bank could provide credit support for more significant
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects and direct loans for
residential and commercial projects.

The long-term goal is for the green bank to become independent and self-
supporting. County control would decrease over time as the green bank
matures and its balance sheet grows.

Having this entity become independent is “absolutely critical,” said Board of
Supervisors Chair Jeffrey McKay. ‘We need to seize on this opportunity. We
need to keep this momentum going.”



Bank of America imposters renew Zelle
scam, telling victims ‘ignore fraud
warnings'

By Michael Finney and Renee Koury e (4
Saturday, August 5, 2023

SAN FRANCISCO (KGO)—A notorious Zelle scam is back, as bank imposters trick customers
into sending them money through the quick pay app. Banks are now sending fraud warnings to
Zelle users—but it may not be enough.

Crooks are always one step ahead of the banks. Imposters know Bank of America is sending out
warnings when it detects a suspicious money transfer. But the imposters simply tell victims:
you're gonna get an alert. Just ignore it.

Rachael Adler believed the man on the phone was really from Bank of America.

"The guy was very friendly, calm, kind, clearly educated... it was very creepy in retrospect," she
said.

Adler had just received a text -- did she charge $432 at a Walmart in Texas? She replied "no."
Her phone rang.

"Hi, this is the Bank of America fraud department,” said the person at the other end of the line.
The man told her someone was using Zelle to withdraw money from her account.

""Now I see Zelle for $2,000 taken out of your account. Did you just do that?' 'No.' 'T also see one
for $1,500. Did you Zelle anyone for $1,500?" 'No, I did not,"" Adler recounted.

The man told her she had to quickly send the money back to herself through Zelle. She followed
his instructions.

Adler had no idea the man was an imposter, and she was really sending her money straight to the
crooks.

Then, the imposter went one step further. He told her she'd be getting a fraud alert from Bank of
America -- but she should just ignore it.


https://abc7news.com/about/newsteam/michael-finney

"You're gonna get a text saying that we've detected suspicious transfer activity, that it could be
possible fraud or scam. Don't worry about that. We're taking care of that right now in this phone
call," Adler said she was told.

Sure enough, a real Bank of America fraud alert came on her phone --
"Rachael Adler, we have detected suspicious transfer activity..."

Just like the man said! She ignored it.

Another text said "beware," and "did she still want to proceed?"

And $5,500 was gone.

"It's a hell of a lot of money. It's stunning," she said.

Bank of America started sending fraud alerts to Zelle users after the scam exploded last year.
Now imposters are using them as part of the scheme.

"I trust nothing that the bank sends me right now. Like nothing," Adler said.

Bank of America sent 7 On Your Side this statement: "Bank of America will never ask a client to
send money to themselves or anyone, ever. Spoofing and fraud communications often have
urgency, typos, asking clients to send money etc. They use more and more sophisticated methods
to appear to be authentic from the bank. Bank of America prioritizes client protection and works
with clients to mitigate risks. When sending money using Zelle, clients receive several messages
alerting them to red flags that indicate a scam. Clients with questions should call the customer
service number on their debit or credit card or bank statement to confirm any questionable or
fraudulent inquiries."”

The best way to protect yourself is never to respond to a text message or phone call that seems to
be from your bank. If you do get any kind of fraud alert, call your bank directly using a phone
number you know is real.



Fairfax County supervisor pushes for
panhandling ordinance

By: Hayley Milon
August 2,2023/5:48 PM EDT

FAIRFAX COUNTY, Va. (DC News Now) — Supervisor Pat Herrity will once again urge
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to weigh an ordinance regulating
panhandling.

Panhandling is the act of asking people on the street for food or money. The Fairfax
County Police Department receives hundreds of calls involving panhandling each
year.

“It’s a public safety issue,” Herrity said. “It’s only a matter of time before someone’s
going to get hurt pretty bad.

Herrity has put forth similar proposals several times — most recently in July of
2022. The county conducted a safety study, examining 108 panhandling locations
and intersections that see high vehicular collisions.

“Of the top 35 intersections with the most traffic accidents, only four were reported
as panhandling locations,” reads a memo from Thomas Arnold, deputy county
executive for safety and security. “Because these four intersections are also heavily
trafficked by vehicles and pedestrians, staff cannot draw a firm conclusion that
panhandling contributes to a number of vehicular collisions.

Herrity and Prince William County Supervisor Jeaniene Lawson (Brentsville
District) are holding a town hall meeting with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office
to discuss panhandling. Herrity said that in Loudoun, a similar ordinance has been
effective.

But the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has successfully fought a number of
similar ordinances in courts, chiefly arguing that they violate the right to free
speech.



Eden Heilman, legal director for ACLU of Virginia, said that an ordinance must leave
different ways to pass money or goods on to a person in need (e.g., a driver pulling
over to the side of the road, getting out of their car and giving items to
panhandlers).

“It has to be narrowly tailored to serve a specific government interest. For example,
if the government is concerned about people getting in traffic accidents or
potentially the flow of traffic or safety, there are ways to tailor ordinances to
specifically address those concerns,” she said. “If it’s just a really broad blanket
ban on soliciting or asking for money, then those of very suspect of First
Amendment principals.”

Fairfax County has a robust program aimed at providing essential services and job
search assistance called “Those in Need.” “Operation Stream Shield” has
graduated over 2,200 people into full-time jobs. The Office of Public Affairs also
conducted a campaign to educate the public on alternative resources,
discouraging people from giving to panhandlers.

Herrity plans to reintroduce his ordinance proposal in September, after the August
17 town hall meeting.
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